Data Dictionary
Entity 005 – Sermon
Version 1.0

Purpose
The Sermon entity stores the teaching delivered during a worship service.
It enables pastors, leaders, and members to search sermons by:
· Bible passage 
· Topic 
· Speaker 
· Date 
· Series 
· Keywords 
The Sermon entity forms the foundation of SACMC's digital preaching archive.

Relationships
Sermon
│
├── Worship Service
├── Speaker (Member)
├── Bible Passages
├── Documents
├── Media
├── Transcript
├── Tags
└── Audit Log

Basic Information
	Field
	Type
	Required
	Description

	sermon_id
	UUID
	Yes
	Primary Key

	worship_service_id
	UUID
	Yes
	Related worship service

	sermon_title
	VARCHAR(250)
	Yes
	Sermon title

	speaker_member_id
	UUID
	Yes
	Speaker (Member)

	sermon_series_id
	UUID
	No
	Optional sermon series

	language
	Reference
	Yes
	Sermon language

	summary
	TEXT
	No
	Brief summary

	status
	Reference
	Yes
	Draft / Published / Archived



Bible Reference
Instead of storing one text field, use structured fields.
	Field
	Example

	Primary Book
	Hebrews

	Start Chapter
	11

	Start Verse
	1

	End Chapter
	11

	End Verse
	6


For sermons covering multiple passages, use a related table:
Sermon

↓

Sermon Scripture

↓

Bible Passage
Example:
· Hebrews 11:1–6 
· James 2:14–26 
· Romans 5:1–5 

Speaker
Always reference the Member entity.
Sermon

↓

Member
This allows reports such as:
· Sermons preached this year 
· Most recent sermons 
· Guest speaker history 

Sermon Series
Examples:
· Book of Romans 
· Gospel of John 
· Parables of Jesus 
· Family Life 
· Prayer 
· Christian Living 
A sermon may belong to one series.
One series contains many sermons.

Topics
Use a many-to-many relationship.
Sermon

↓

Sermon Topic

↓

Topic
Examples:
· Faith 
· Hope 
· Love 
· Grace 
· Prayer 
· Evangelism 
· Discipleship 
· Stewardship 
· Marriage 
· Missions 
A sermon can have multiple topics.

Keywords
Store searchable keywords.
Example:
Faith

Trust

Perseverance

Hebrews

Endurance
These improve search without requiring exact title matches.

Transcript
Store the sermon transcript separately.
Possible sources:
· Manual upload 
· AI transcription 
· YouTube captions 
Keeping transcripts searchable makes future AI features much more valuable.

Documents
Each sermon may include:
· Sermon manuscript 
· Speaker notes 
· PowerPoint slides 
· Study guide 
· Discussion questions 
These remain in the Document module and are linked to the sermon.

Media
Media may include:
· YouTube recording 
· MP3 audio 
· Podcast version 
· Short highlight clips 
The Worship Service owns the overall recording, while the Sermon links to the relevant teaching.

Dashboard
Sermon

Title:
Walking by Faith

Speaker:
Rev. ABC

Date:
27 Jul 2026

Scripture:
Hebrews 11:1–6

Topics:
Faith
Trust

YouTube
Available

Transcript
Available

Slides
Available

Search
Users should be able to search by:
· Title 
· Speaker 
· Bible book 
· Chapter 
· Verse 
· Topic 
· Keyword 
· Series 
· Year 
· Language 

Design Rules
Rule 1
Every sermon belongs to exactly one Worship Service.

Rule 2
A Worship Service normally has one sermon.
If SACMC later has multiple messages in a single service (for example, a testimony followed by a short sermon), the data model already supports multiple Sermon records linked to the same Worship Service.

Rule 3
Bible references should be stored in structured fields, not only as free text.
This enables accurate searching and reporting.

Rule 4
The transcript is optional.
The sermon record should still be valid even if no transcript is available.

ER Diagram
                 Worship Service
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                        ▼
                    Sermon
      ┌───────────┼───────────┐
      ▼           ▼           ▼
 Speaker      Scripture     Topic
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      │
      ▼
  Documents / Transcript / Media

ADR-005 – Structured Scripture References
Status: ✅ Approved
Decision:
Bible references will be stored in structured form rather than a single text field.
This enables:
· Search by Bible book. 
· Search by chapter or verse. 
· Statistics (e.g., "How many sermons from Romans?"). 
· Planning tools (e.g., "When was Hebrews 11 last preached?"). 
· Future AI-assisted recommendations. 

Recommendation: Introduce a Bible Reference Master Table
Rather than typing "Hebrews" or "John" into every sermon, I recommend adding a Bible Book master table.
Example:
	bible_book_id
	Name
	Abbreviation
	Testament
	Order

	1
	Genesis
	Gen
	Old
	1

	40
	Matthew
	Matt
	New
	40

	58
	Hebrews
	Heb
	New
	58

	66
	Revelation
	Rev
	New
	66


Benefits:
· Prevents spelling inconsistencies. 
· Supports multilingual display (English, Chinese, etc.). 
· Makes searching and sorting reliable. 
· Provides a foundation for future Bible-reading plans or cross-reference features. 
This is a small design choice that will pay dividends as the sermon archive grows over many years.

